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City of the two peaces: Heavenly peace and Earthly peace 
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“Jerusalem, by far the most famous city of the East.”
Pliny the Elder, Natural History V:15

I. The Heavenly Peace: The Prophecy 

of the Apocalypse and of the Last Judgment

· According to Jewish tradition, everything that God created in heaven has its earthly counterpart. The heavenly Jerusalem mirrors the earthly Jerusalem, and the heavenly Temple is an exact reflection of the great Temple of Solomon on earth. Although the Temple of the earthly Jerusalem was destroyed, the Temple of the heavenly Jerusalem continues to exist in all its glory. God vowed not to enter the heavenly Jerusalem until its earthly counterpart was rebuilt.

“If anyone prays in Jerusalem, it is as if he worshipped before the Throne of Glory, for the true gate of heaven is in Jerusalem, as it is written: ‘this is the gate of heaven.’ [Genesis 28:17]” Midrash on the Psalms 91:7

“I, Almighty God, will not enter the heavenly Jerusalem until I have entered the earthly Jerusalem.” Talmud, Taanit 5a

· According to Jewish tradition, on the Day of Judgment at the End of the World, God will realize the heavenly Jerusalem on the site of the earthly Jerusalem, ushering in the Messianic era, an age of universal love and peace. In those days Jerusalem will be the scene of the Judgment of the nations, the resurrection of the dead and the redemption of mankind. Those who are saved will enter the exalted, resplendent city built of precious stones and pearls, and those who love the Torah will be heirs to all the treasures of the Temple. The damned, on the contrary, will fall into the Cedron torrent in the valley of Jehoshaphat, and be swept away into hell.

“The Lord has said, ‘Let the nations come to the valley of Jehoshaphat, for there will I sit to judge all the peoples round about.’” Joel 4:12

“There are seven things which are beyond man’s knowing: the day of his passing, the day of resurrection, the ruling of the Last Judgment, what his neighbor is thinking, what his reward will be, when the kingdom of David will be restored, and when the kingdom of the impious will be overthrown.” Talmud, Pesahim 54b

· Christian tradition embraces these same premises and formulates an End of the World preceded by a series of terrible events which will bring about the end of life on earth, as set out in Jewish apocalyptic literature. Jesus of Nazareth will return to earth to save and redeem the faithful, who will gain entry to the New Jerusalem, but also to exact implacable justice against evildoers and to condemn all the unfaithful to be cast down into the valley of Jehoshaphat. Celestial peace will descend on earthly peace, and good will triumph over the forces of evil.

“Then I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” John, Revelation 21:2

“But ye are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the festive assembly.” Paul, Letter to the Hebrews 12:22

“This is the valley of Jehoshaphat where the Lord will come to judge the world.” Anonymous, Gesta Francorum (1099)

“When we reached the valley of Jehoshaphat, in Jerusalem, we sat down and wept, and trembled, waiting for the Last Judgment.” Riccoldo da Monte di Croce (1288)

· Muslim tradition similarly reflects earlier Jewish and Christian traditions, and also institutes in the Koran the Day of the Last Judgment: Jerusalem will be the scenario of that Judgment, when God will weigh his faithful in the balance and send them, according to their deeds, to heaven or hell.

“In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful! Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful, Sovereign of the Day of Judgment, the Day of the true religion, the Day of the Judgment of history. Thee alone do we serve and Thee do we beseech for help. Keep us on the straight path, the path of those upon whom Thou hast bestowed favors, not the path of those upon whom Thy wrath is brought down, nor of those who go astray.” The Koran, Sura 1:1–7

“On that day every soul will receive the just reward for what it has earned; no injustice shall be done on that day; surely Allah is quick in his reckoning.” The Koran, Sura 40:17
“It is not on the plain of Mecca that we shall be marshalled on the Day of Judgment… Undoubtedly, Mecca and the Medina are superior, for one has the Kaaba and the other the tomb of the Prophet, but truly, on the Day of Judgment the two cities will come to Jerusalem.” Al-Muqaddassi (985)

II. Jerusalem, Jewish city
· According to the Bible (Genesis 22:1–19), Abraham sets out to sacrifice his son Isaac on Mount Moriah. Divine intervention halts the human sacrifice and sanctifies the rock in that place.

· Genesis 14:18: First mention in the Bible of the name of the city of Jerusalem and its king, Melchizedek.

“Melchizedek, king of Salem, brought out bread and wine.” Genesis 14:18

· 19th–18th century B.C.: Jerusalem appears in the Egyptian execration texts as a rebellious city which flouted the authority of the Pharaohs. It is a small city of Caana built on the hills of Zion and Moriah in the desert of Judea.

“Thus saith the Lord God to Jerusalem: your origin and your birth are of the land of Canaan. Your father was an Amorite, and your mother a Hittite.” Ezekiel 16:3

· 14th century B.C.: The name of Jerusalem appears as “Ursalim” in the clay tablet letters of Tel-Amarna (Egypt).
· 10th century B.C.: Reign of David. According to the Bible, his son and successor, King Solomon, builds a majestic Temple on Mount Moriah, in Jerusalem, where the multitudes gather to celebrate the festivities in the Jewish calendar.

“David took the stronghold of Zion, which is the city of David.” 2 Samuel 5:7

“Song of Ascents of David.

“I was glad when they said to me: ‘Let us go into the house of the Lord!’ Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem! Jerusalem is built as a city that is harmoniously compact, where the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the Lord. For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! May they prosper that love you. Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers! For my brethren and companions’ sake, I will say, Peace be within you! For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good!” Psalm 122

“After considering every city, God decided that the best place to build the Temple was Jerusalem.” Midrash Raba, Leviticus 13:2

· 837–800 B.C.: King Hezekiah commands a tunnel to be built to channel water between Jerusalem’s torrents, the springs of Gihon and Siloam.

· 586 B.C.: Nebuchadnezzar, emperor of Babylon, lays siege to and destroys Jerusalem and its Temple. The Jewish people are forced into exile.

“On the seventh day of the fifth month, which was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem, and he burned the Temple of the Lord, and the royal palace and all the houses in the city.” 2 Kings 25:8–9

“Again there shall be heard in this place, of which you say it is ruined, even in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate, without man or beast, the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride.” Jeremiah 33:10–11

“How lonely sits the city that was once full of people! How like a widow has she become, she that was great among the nations! She that was a princess among the cities has become a vassal. She weeps bitterly in the night, and tears wet her cheeks. Among all those who loved her, she has none to comfort her.” Lamentations 1:1–2

“By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, and we wept, when we remembered Zion. On the willows there we hung up our harps, for there our captors required of us songs; and our tormentors, mirth, saying, ‘Sing us one of the songs of Zion!’ How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land? If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand wither! If I do not remember you, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest joy!” Psalm 137:1–6

· 538 B.C.: Cyrus, Emperor of the Persians, issues an edict allowing the Jews to return from exile into the Land of Israel.

“Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia, that the Lord God of heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the Earth, and he has charged me to build him a Temple in Jerusalem, in the land of Judah. All those among you who belong to his people, return to Jerusalem, to the land of Judah, and rebuild the Temple of the Lord God of Israel, who dwells in Jerusalem.” Ezra 1:2–3

· 515 B.C.: The rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem, known as the Second Temple.

“The Land of Israel is the navel of the world, and Jerusalem is at its center, and the Temple in the center of Jerusalem, and in the very center of the Temple is the Holy of Holies, and the Holy Ark is in the exact center of the Holy of Holies, and in front of the Ark is the Foundation-Stone on which the world was grounded.” Midrash Terumah, Kedoshim 10

· 445 B.C.: The city walls are rebuilt.

· 320 B.C.: Ptolemy I takes Jerusalem and incorporates it into his Egyptian dominions.

“When we reached the land of the Jews, we saw the city situated on a hill in the center of Judea.” From a Letter of Aristeas (3rd century B.C.)

· 200 B.C.: Jerusalem falls into the hands of the Seleuks of Syria.

· 169 B.C.: Antiochus IV, emperor of Seleukid Syria, outlaws Judaism and desecrates the Temple of Jerusalem.

“Not long after that, the king sent Geron the Athenian to force the Jews to forsake the ways of their ancestors and to renounce living in accordance with the laws of God. He was also charged with profaning the Temple of Jerusalem and dedicating it to Olympic Zeus.” 2 Maccabees 6:1–2

· 164 B.C.: Rebellion of the Maccabeans against Antiochus IV. Liberation of Jerusalem and rededication of the Temple. Independence of the country.

· 63 B.C.: Pompey’s Roman armies enter Jerusalem.

· 40 B.C.: Herod, King of Israel. Restoration, enlargement, and embellishment of the Second Temple of Jerusalem (18 B.C.–63 A.D.).

“Innumerable multitudes from many cities come to the Temple in Jerusalem for every festivity, some by land and others by sea, from the east and the west, from the north and the south.” Philon of Alexandria (40 A.D.)

“Jerusalem is like a snow-covered city shining in the sunlight.” Flavius Josephus (1st century A.D.)

“There is no beauty to compare with the beauty of Jerusalem.” Avot de Rabbi Nathan A 28

“Of the ten measures of beauty that God granted the world, nine were bestowed on Jerusalem, and only one to the rest. Of the ten measures of wisdom, nine were bestowed on Jerusalem, and only one on the rest of the world.” Avot de Rabbi Nathan B 48

“Because of the fragance of the incense, the brides of Jerusalem did not need to use perfume.” Talmud, Yomah 39b

“He who has never seen Jerusalem in all its splendor has never seen a beautiful city.” Talmud, Sukka 51b

“The world is like the human eye: the white of the eye is like the oceans that encompass the earth. The black of the eye is the world itself. The pupil is Jerusalem, and the image in the pupil is the Temple.” Talmud, Derech Eretz Zuta 9

· 66: The Jews’ great rebellion and war against Rome.

· 70: Jerusalem and the Second Temple are destroyed by the Roman legions. Beginning of the Great Jewish Diaspora throughout the Mediterranean.

“The sages have ordained this: that any man who whitewashes his house should leave a part unfinished in memory of the destruction of Jerusalem.” Talmud, Baba Batra 60b

· 132: New rebellion of Bar Kohba against Rome. Rabbi Aquiva, one of the great scholars of the Mishna, supports him and recognizes him as the Messiah.

“Whoever mourns for Zion shall deserve to see her joyful restoration, as it is written: ‘Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that love her! Rejoice for joy with her, all ye that mourn for her!’ [Isaiah 66:10]” Talmud, Baba Batra 60b

· 135: Emperor Hadrian crushes the rebellion, completely destroys Jerusalem and rebuilds the city on a new plan, giving it another name: Aelia Capitolina. From that moment, the Jews are forbidden to enter the city.

“The Jews have never built a statue of their God, even in Jerusalem, and they believe that he is unnamable and invisible. The city was destroyed on the day of Saturn, one which, even to this day, they commemorate. On the site of Jerusalem, which had been razed to the ground, Emperor Hadrian founded a new city which he named Aelia Capitolina, and on the site of the Temple of God, he built a new Temple dedicated to Jupiter.” Cassius Dio, History of Rome (3rd century)

III. Jerusalem, Christian city

· 326: Queen Helena, mother of Emperor Constantine the Great, visits Jerusalem, establishes the locations of the events connected with the Passion of Jesus of Nazareth and orders the building of churches and sanctuaries to commemorate them. In 335 the Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre is built.

“In the city of Jerusalem there are so many places of prayer, that they could not all be visited in one day.” St. Jerome, Epistle to Marcella 46 (386)

“A large part of the venerable wood of the Cross which has been found was placed in a silver case which is still kept in Jerusalem. But Empress Helena sent part of it to her son Constantine, together with the nails used to crucify the body of Jesus.” Sozomen, History of the Church 2:1 (5th century)

“Bishop Macarios and Queen Helena fasted and prayed continually, and suddenly the Lord revealed to them the site of the holy tomb… on the spot where a Temple to the statue of the vile and diabolical Aphrodite had been erected.” Anonymous, Life of Constantine (820)

“When she visited Jerusalem and cleared this sacred place of the piles of ruins and rubbish that were strewn everywhere, Helena raised up buildings and the city wall. She began with the ancient wall which surrounded the Tomb [of Jesus], extended its perimeter and included the life-giving Tomb within a larger complex.” Photius, Amphilochia 107 (9th century)

· 614: Cosroes’s Persian armies invade and occupy the Byzantine possessions in Syria and Palestine. Jerusalem is occupied and sacked, and its churches are destroyed.

“The curse [Cosroes] advanced on the Holy Land and came to destroy the city of God, Jerusalem.” The Patriarch Sophronius, On the capture of Jerusalem by the Persians (634)

· 629: The Byzantines reconquer Jerusalem. The Jews are expelled from the city, accused of collaborating with the Persian invaders.

· 638: Caliph Omar takes Jerusalem from the Byzantines. He allows Jews to resettle in the city.

· 1010: Al-Hakim, the Fatimite caliph of Egypt, destroys the churches and the synagogues of Jerusalem.

· 1095: Pope Urban II, at the Council of Clermont in France, launches his call for the Crusade to liberate the Holy Land and Jerusalem from the infidel.

· 1096: The crusaders depart for the East on August 15.

“A brave knight, called Amanieus of Loubens, has been inspired by the Holy Spirit to leave his home and become a ‘Jerusalemite,’ with the mission of attacking and killing the adversaries of the Christian religion, and especially of purifying the place where Our Lord Jesus Christ suffered death to redeem mankind.” Farewell letter written by a crusader from La Réole, France, 1097

· 1099: The First Crusade, led by Godfrey de Bouillon, captures Jerusalem. The Jewish and Muslim population of the city is slaughtered. Jerusalem is the capital of the Latin kingdom of Jerusalem.

“On Wednesday and Thursday we launched an attack against the city, both by day and by night, from all sides, but before the assault our bishops and priests prayed for us and led a procession around Jerusalem to glorify God, and pray, giving alms, and fasting, as God-fearing men should.” Anonymous, Gesta Francorum (1099)

“The holy city of Jerusalem, beloved of God, fell into the hands of our enemy the infidel because of our sins. But it was regained in the year of Our Lord 1099 on Friday 15th of July at about nine in the morning. There were terrible massacres everywhere, and there were so many severed heads that it soon became impossible to walk anywhere without treading on headless corpses.” William of Tyre (12th century)

“The Jews and the Muslims who lived in Jerusalem at the time when the city was taken [by the Franks] were all cut down by the sword. And if, by chance, some were left alive, they were not allowed to remain in the city. Because to allow anybody who was not a Christian to live in such a venerable place was regarded as sacrilege” William of Tyre (12th century)

· 1106: Fulcher de Chartres, an eyewitness of the conquest of Jerusalem, chronicles the events in his Historia Hierosolymitana.

“After the conquest of Jerusalem, all, clergy and laymen, went to the Sepulchre of the Lord and His glorious temple, singing a new song to the Lord, and at last visited that Holy Place that they had so long and earnestly desired to visit.” Fulcher of Chartres, History Hierosolymitana (1106)

“Having discovered a trick of the Saracens, it was amazing to see our squires and the poor footmen slit open the bellies of the dead Saracens to see if they could find in their intestines the gold coins that they had swallowed while they were still alive. After some days, they burned a great pile of dead bodies, thus more easily to retrieve the gold from the ashes.” Fulcher of Chartres, Historia Hierosolymitana (1106)

· 1146–1149: Second Crusade, preached by Pope Eugenius III and Bernard de Clairvaux.

“The outside of the Dome of the Rock is covered in lead, and on top of it the Christians have placed the Holy Cross.” Bishop John de Würzburg (1160–1170)

· 1187: Saladin reclaims the city of Jerusalem for Islam. He allows the Jews to settle within its walls.

“O, God, the barbarians have come to Thy land, the Holy Temple has been profaned, and they have left Jerusalem in ruins.” Pope Gregory VIII’s reaction to the conquest of Jerusalem by Saladin (1187)

· 1187–1197: Third Crusade, led by Richard I, the Lionheart, and Frederick Barbarossa against the growing power of Saladin.

· 1192: Richard the Lionheart of England unsuccessfully tries to reconquer the city. Saladin allows Christian pilgrims to visit their holy places.

“Jerusalem, formerly a vision of peace and the promised land of our fathers; Jerusalem, where the Lord suffered for our sake and revealed the true proofs of his divinity; Jerusalem, that the faithful followers of Christ devoutly and frequently visited, has been devastated by the godless and defiled by their iniquities; now she is in their hands, whereas formerly she commanded respect and awe. Stripped of her glory and her riches, bereft of the religious men who inhabited her, and empty of the faithful who dwelt in her, now she distractedly moans: ‘How can it be that this city once so populous has now become so lonely and desolate? The most famous of cities is now a widow.’” Pope Celestinus III, Bull Cum ad populsandam (1197)

· 1198–1204: Fourth Crusade proclaimed by Pope Innocent III. Conquest of Constantinople and establishment of the Eastern Roman Empire.

· 1217–1220: The Fifth Crusade unsuccessfully invades the Nile Delta.

“Jerusalem no longer occupies the land it once did, when Jesus was crucified. When Jesus Christ was in this world, the city of Jerusalem extended over Mount Zion, but it does so no longer. The church of the Holy Sepulchre contains the Chapel of Saint Helena, where she found the cross, the nails, the hammer, and the crown.” Anonymous, On the City of Jerusalem (1220)

· 1228–1229: Sixth Crusade of Frederick II. Jerusalem is partially reconquered.

· 1244: The crusaders finally lose Jerusalem to the sultan of Egypt.

· 1245–1250: Seventh Crusade, led by King Louis IX of France; it is unsuccessful.

· 1268–1270: Eighth Crusade. Louis IX dies in Tunis.
· 1291: End of the crusaders’ Kingdom of Jerusalem, which had been reduced to the city of Acre. The crusaders are expelled from Palestine.

“I propose to Your Majesties that all the profits gained by my enterprise be devoted to winning back Jerusalem.” Christopher Columbus to the Catholic Monarchs (1492)

IV. Jerusalem, City of Pilgrimage

· 333: First account of a Western pilgrim to Jerusalem: a Christian from Bordeaux who visited the city before the Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre was built.

“There are two statues of Hadrian in the ruins of Temple Mount, and not far from there stands a bored-through stone to which the Jews come every year; they anoint it, wail in affliction, rend their clothes, and then depart.” The Pilgrim of Bordeaux (333) 

· 381: The Galician nun Egeria embarks on a long jorney of pilgrimage to Jerusalem from Galicia in Hispania. She is considered to have been the first pilgrim.
“The Day of Dedication is so named after the day when the holy church in Golgotha, which is called the martyrium, was consecrated to God; the holy church which is at the Anastasis, that is, in the place where the Lord rose after His Passion, was also consecrated to God on that day. The dedication of these holy churches is therefore celebrated with the greatest solemnity, because the Cross of the Lord was found on this day… So when these days of dedication come, they are kept for eight days. And monks and apotactitae from various provinces, from Mesopotamia and Syria, from Egypt and the Thebaid begin to assemble from all parts many days before; for there is none who does not turn his steps to Jerusalem on that day to take part in such celebrations and great rejoicing.” The nun Egeria, Itinerarium (381–384)

· 870: Pilgrimage of the monk Bernard, also called “the Wise,” who provides the first written testimony concerning the ceremony of the holy fire in the church of the Holy Sepulchre during the Easter Day celebrations. First great chronicle of a pilgrimage before the crusades.

“On the morning of Easter Day, after Mass, all sing the Kyrie eleison until an angel comes and lights the oil lamp suspended over the sepulchre. They pass it to the bishops, who then distribute the flame to the rest of the congregation, and so all the people, wherever they are, have a share in the light.” Bernard “the Wise” (870)

· 1047: Pilgrimage of the Persian Nasir ibn Khusraw in the Middle East. He is the last Muslim pilgrim before the arrival of the crusaders.

“Simple folk say that whoever approaches the Valley of Hinnom in Jerusalem can hear the cries of those condemned to hell… But I have been there and have heard nothing. They also say that the Dome of the Rock was the true site of the birth of Jesus, but it is none other than the mosque where Allah led Mohammed by night from Mecca, so that he might ascend into heaven, as it is written in the Koran.” Nasir ibn Khusraw (1047)

· 1140: After dreaming about and singing the praises of Jerusalem in his famous poems entitled Zionidas, the Toledo-born Sephardic poet Judah Ha-Levi embarks on his pilgrimage to the Land of Israel and Jerusalem, where he dies in 1141.

“My heart is in the East, while I am in the confines of the West. How can I taste my food and take pleasure in it? How am I to fulfill my vows and my promises, while Zion is in the power of Edom and I am in the chains of Arabia? It is as easy for me to leave all the bounty of Sepharad as it is precious for me to behold the the ruins of the desolate Sanctuary.” Judah Ha-Levi (1140)
“Sepharad is my country and Jerusalem my destiny.” Letter from Judah Ha-Levi (12th century)

· 1165: The great Jewish sage and philosopher Moses ben Maimon of Cordoba (Maimonides) goes on pilgrimage to Jerusalem from Cairo.

“The sanctity of Jerusalem has never been interrupted.” Maimonides (1165)

· 1166–1170: The Navarrese Jew Benjamin of Tudela sets out on a long journey to the East and visits the land of Israel and Jerusalem.

“Jerusalem is a fortified city with three walls. It is full of people. There are four gates: the gate of Abraham, the gate of David, the gate of Zion, and the gate of Jehoshaphat, which stands before the site of the former Temple. In front of this place is the Western Wall, which is one of the walls of the Holy of Holies. It is called the Gate of Mercy, and Jews come thither from all around to pray before the wall and ask God’s help. All the Jews who go there write their names on the wall.” Benjamin of Tudela (1166–1170)

· 1175–1185: The Jew Petahia of Regensburg goes on a pilgrimage to the East from Germany via Russia and the Ukraine, the Caucasus, Mesopotamia, and the Holy Land.

“Rabbi Petahia went to Jerusalem and there he found but one Jew: Rabbi Abraham the dyer, who paid heavy taxes to the king to be allowed to stay there. They showed Rabbi Petahia the Mount of Olives and he saw the original Rock of Temple Mount. It is a great, broad, three-sided area where the Ishmaelites built a fine sanctuary in days gone by, when Jerusalem was in the hands of the Ishmaelites.” Petahia of Regensburg (1175–1185)

· 1184: Ibn Jubayr, the Arab writer from Xativa (Valencia), journeys to Mecca and the Middle East in 1183–1185. In 1184 he finds himself in territories still held by the crusaders in the Holy Land and he is unable to enter Jerusalem. In his famous chronicle of the journey he records the great numbers of Christian pilgrims attempting to reach Jerusalem and the other holy places.

“On Saturday, the 28th day of the month of Jumada [October 6] we embarked (it was one of those large ships), helped by the grace of Allah shown to Muslims, with water and provisions. The Muslim passengers took their places well away from the Franks. A vast multitude of Christians, known as “balagriyyin,” that is, pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem, boarded the ship, numbering more than two thousand. May Allah in His grace and bounty keep us from their company, and grant us safety, ease and a favorable passage. There is none other worthy of praise but Him! While the ship was being loaded, we waited [aboard] for a fair wind, according to the will of Allah, who is great and powerful.” Ibn Jubayr (1184)

· 1192: Saewulf, an Anglo-Saxon pilgrim, travels to Jerusalem.

“Along the road that leads to Jerusalem, not only the poor and weak, but also the rich and powerful make their way beset by dangers. Many are killed by the Saracens, but even more die of heat and thirst. Many die of thirst, but still more die because they have drunk too much.” Saewulf (1192)

· 1210–1211: Journey of the Jewish sage Jonathan Ha-Cohen of Lunel with his secretary Samuel ben Simson, who leaves a written account of the pilgrimage to Jerusalem.

“We arrived in Jerusalem from the east. When we saw the city, we rent our clothes, as it is written. Our sadness was great, and the great teacher, Jonathan Ha-Cohen of Lunel, and I wept copiously. We entered the city via the Tower of David, and we prostrated ourselves before the gate leading to the Temple Mount.” Samuel ben Simson (1210–1211)

· 1217: Meister Thietmar of Westphalia (Germany) is one of the first Franciscans to have travelled on pilgrimage to the East.

“The Saracens have turned the admirably decorated Temple of the Lord, called the Temple of Solomon, into a mosque for their own worship, and Christians are barred from entering it.” Meister Thietmar (1217)

· 1288: Riccoldo da Monte di Croce, a Dominican missionary from Florence, disembarks in Palestine. He visits Jerusalem and writes his Liber peregrinationis.

“We determined to go to the sepulchre in search of Our Lord whom we had not found on Calvary, for he was buried, and, poor wretch that I am, having come too late, I said: ‘Let us search for him at the tomb where he was buried.’ I organized the procession. We followed the via crucis that Mary had trodden through the streets of Jerusalem, and as we walked, we asked one another: ‘Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?’ [Mark 16:3] One of us sang a verse and at each station of the cross the rest of our company responded in a chorus. Circling time and again the sepulchre, we sighed deeply for our Lord because we did not find him, but suddenly one of us cried out: ‘Surrexit Christus!’ The cry was so loud and strong that the Saracens who were outside the Temple gasped.” Riccoldo da Monte di Croce (1288)

· 1323: Symon Semeonis of Ireland leaves a written account of his pilgrimage and the hardships endured.

“Whoever undertakes the journey to the Sepulchre of Our Lord in Jerusalem needs to be provided with three bags: one of patience, one of money, and another of faith.” Symon Semeonis, an Irish pilgrim (1323)

· 1350: John Mandeville is an enigmatic English or Burgundian author who travels to the Middle East in the mid-fourteenth century and writes about the centers of pilgrimage in the Holy Land, especially the Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre. His spectacularly successful Book of the Wonders of the World, a fanciful chronicle of his travels, was translated into many European languages.

“And when anyone travels to Jerusalem, first he goes on pilgrimage to visit the Holy Sepulchre. In the city there is a marvellous round church, covered in lead, with a tall, strong tower to the west. Inside the church, almost at its center, there is a small tabernacle, crowned with as it were a little house, richly adorned with precious stones, gold, and silver, and decorated with azure and other colors: this is the Sepulchre of Jesus Christ.” John Mandeville (1350)
· 1481: Rabbi Mesulam da Volterra travels to the Holy Land and visits Jerusalem.

“When I saw the ruins of Jerusalem, I rent my clothes and the tear in them was as broad as a man’s hand. With my heart full of bitterness, I recited the prayer befitting the occasion.” Rabbi Mesulam da Volterra (1481)

· 1488: Rabbi Obadiah of Bertinore, an Italian Jewish traveller and author of a commentary on the Mishna, writes three letters in which he recounts his visit to the Holy Land and describes the desolation of the few Jews still living in Jerusalem, where he remains and lives.

“We arrived at the gates of Jerusalem and entered the city on 13th day of the month of Nissan, 5248. It was on that day that we set foot in Jerusalem. The city is practically all in ruins and desolate. Needless to say, it is not protected by any wall. It is said that there are four thousand heads of family in Jerusalem, and there are no more than seventy Jews. They are all poor and without means. They all go hungry for bread. There are very many old and abandoned widows: Ashkenazy, Sephardic, and of many other origins: there are seven women to every man.” Obadiah of Bertinore (1488)

· 1511: The French Franciscan prior Jean Thenaud goes on pilgrimage to the Holy Land. After being attacked and robbed in the desert, he manages to survive in Alexandria, from where he eventually departs to Jerusalem.

“From the very first moment I saw Jerusalem, I was filled with gladness and spiritual joy on realizing that I had forgotten all my past tribulations.” Jean Thenaud (1511)

· 1588: The Spanish musician Francisco Guerrero, at the age of sixty, goes on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and writes about his adventures: Journey to Jerusalem (Valencia, 1590).

“To behold the city from the Mount of Olives—which is raised a little higher—affords one of the best possible vantage points from which to survey the city, today merely a handful of houses perched on Mount Zion like a book on a desk. All of the houses are completely visible from top to bottom, not one is hidden from view. Many have domes like chapels, as well as terraces. All of these houses and these wonderful walls made of white stone are so marvellous to behold that we cannot take our eyes off them.” Francisco Guerrero (1588)

· 1684: The account of an anonymous English pilgrim enamored of Jerusalem.

“Having previously heard from various quarters many things about the beauty and pleasant situation of that city, the amiable character of its inhabitants, and the many excellent things to see and enjoy, he was suddenly overcome by a strong desire to make his way there. When he ate or drank, Jerusalem was ever on his lips; when he was in company, his thoughts strayed to Jerusalem. And even in his dreams, he soon became accustomed to dreaming of the beautiful city of Jerusalem.” Diary of an English pilgrim, Anonymous (1684)

V. Jerusalem, Arabic city and Ottoman city

· 615: According to the Koran, the Prophet Mohammed (570–632) journeys by night on his horse Buraq to Jerusalem where, from the Rock of the Temple, he ascends into heaven. This crucial episode in the life of Mohammed causes Jerusalem to become a holy city, al-Quds, for Muslims.

“Glory be to Him who took His servant on a journey by night from the Sacred Mosque to the Remote Mosque, the precinct of which we have blessed, to show him of our signs! He hears all and sees all.” The Koran, Sura 17:1
“Mohammed, the Apostle of Allah, accompanied by Gabriel, was taken by night to Jerusalem, where he was united with Abraham and Moses and other Prophets.” Ibn Ishaq, History of the Prophet Mohammed (773)

“Whoever goes on pilgrimage to the sanctuary in Jerusalem and prays and lives there for one year shall have his sins cancelled.” Saying of the Prophet Mohammed

· 638: Caliph Omar conquers the city from the Byzantines without bloodshed.

“In the name of Allah, the merciful Benefactor! This is the assurance granted to the inhabitants of Aelia [Jerusalem] by the servant of Allah, ’Omar, the commander of the Believers. He grants them safety for their persons, their goods, their churches and their crosses—be they in good or bad condition—and their worship in general. Their churches shall neither be turned over to dwellings nor pulled down; they and their dependents shall not be put to any harm and thus shall it fare with their crosses and goods. No constraint shall be imposed upon them in matters of religion and no one among them shall be harmed. No Jew shall be authorized to live in Aelia with them. The inhabitants of Aelia must pay the gizya in the same way as the inhabitants of other towns. It is for them to expel from their cities Roums (Byzantians) and outlaws.” From the treaty of capitulation of Byzantine Jerusalem (638)

· 691: Jerusalem, the holy city: Caliph Abd al-Malik completes the building of the Dome of the Rock over the Holy of Holies of the destroyed Jewish Temple, which is the rock from which Mohammed ascended into heaven.

“Jesus the Messiah, the son of Mary, was merely an apostle of God.” [The Koran, Sura 4:171] “It befitteth not Allah that he should take unto Himself a son.” [The Koran, Sura 19:35] “Allah cannot have or adopt a son!” [The Koran, Sura 23:91] Koranic suras inscribed on the Dome of the Rock (691)

“It is unclear whether Caliph Abd al-Malik, on realizing the grandeur of the church of the Holy Sepulchre and its magnificence, decided to stir the conscience of Muslims and built on the rock the Dome which can be seen there today.” Al-Muqaddassi (985)

“Each prayer said in Jerusalem is worth twenty-five thousand said elsewhere. But each prayer said in Medina is worth fifty thousand, and each prayer offered up in Mecca is worth a hundred thousand.” Nasir ibn Khusraw (1047)

· 701: Caliph al-Walid also builds on the Temple Mount the al-Aqsa mosque (“the more remote mosque”) on the spot to which the horse Buraq left the Prophet on his night journey and subsequent ascension.

“The al-Aqsa mosque is even more beautiful than that of Damascus, because in building it the intention was to rival and be comparable to the great church of the Holy Sepulchre which belongs to the Christians of Jerusalem; it was built to surpass that church in beauty.” Al-Muqaddassi (985)

· 768: Muqatil ibn Sulayman writes a commentary to the Koran which will serve as a source of inspiration for the poets who praise the “merits, virtues, or wonders” of Jerusalem, the Fada’il al-Quds, compositions which in the eleventh century will become popular among Muslims as a reaction to the invasion and conquest of Palestine by the crusaders.

“The first Land that God blessed was the Land of Bayt al-Maqdis [Jerusalem]. The Rock of Bayt al-Maqdis is the center of the whole universe. God, whose name be praised, has pardoned the sins of the children of Israel in Bayt al-Maqdis.” Muqatil ibn Sulayman (768)

· 985: Al-Muqaddasi, the Arab historian and geographer who was born in Jerusalem, writes his Description of Syria and Palestine.

“In Jerusalem there are all manner of wise and learned men, and for this reason the hearts of all intelligent men yearn to travel there. Jerusalem is the most agreeable of places because of its climate: it is neither bitterly cold nor oppressively hot.” Al-Muqaddasi (985)

· 1099: The European crusaders of the First Crusade conquer the city and kill its Muslim and Jewish population.

· 1073–1160: The Syrian historian Ibn al-Qalanisi is the first Arab chronicler of the crusades.

“The Jews of Jerusalem gathered in the synagogue, and the Franks set fire to it with all the people inside.” Ibn al-Qalanisi, on the crusaders’ conquest of Jerusalem in 1099

· 1160–1233: The Arab Historian Ibn al-Athir writes his Kamil at-Tawarikh, a chronicle of military exploits in the time of the crusades.

“In the al-Aqsa Mosque, the Franks cut the throats of more than seventy thousand people, including a great many Imams and Ulemas, and from the Dome of the Rock they took more than forty silver candlesticks, each one weighing 3600 drachmas, and the great silver lamp which weighed forty-four Syrian pounds.” Ibn al-Athir, on the crusaders’ conquest of Jerusalem in 1099

· 1187: On October 2, Saladin reconquers the city for Islam. Saladin’s secretary Imad ad-Din recounts the Muslim reconquest of Jerusalem. Ibn az-Zaqi, a qadi of Damascus, extols the heroic exploit.

“When the Muslims entered the city, some climbed up onto the Dome of the Rock to tear down the cross. When they reached the top, a great clamor resounded from within the city, as well as from without: the din came from the Muslims who were joyfully shouting, ‘God is great,’ and the Franks who moaned in sorrow and disarray.” Imad ad-Din, on the reconquest of Jerusalem by Saladin in 1187

“Some of Saladin’s officials advised that the church of the Holy Sepulchre should be demolished to prevent pilgrims coming to visit it. But many said: “It is futile to destroy it, for it is not the building itself, but the site of the Cross which is a center of worship. The various bands of Christians would continue to come on pilgrimage here.” Imad ad-Din, on the reconquest of Jerusalem by Saladin in 1187

“God is pleased with your conduct, as is proved by the fact that you have easily regained possession of this camel that was lost [Jerusalem], wresting it from the hands of a wayward people and reurning it to the arms of Islam.” Sermon given by Ibn az-Zaqi in the al-Aqsa Mosque in the presence of Saladin in 1187

· 1244: Final Muslim conquest of Jerusalem.

· 1260: The Mamelukes of Egypt take Jerusalem. Great building activity around and within the cultural complex of the Esplanade of the Mosques (Temple Mount).

· 14th century: The great Arab traveller from Tangiers, Ibn Battuta, visits Jerusalem in 1326, resanctified and idealized by Muslim travellers and pilgrims after the period of the crusades.

“The Dome of the Rock is covered with gold, glistening and flashing like lightning, so that the eyes of whoever gazes on its beauties are dazzled by its brilliance. In the center of the Dome is the blessed rock from which the Prophet—may God bless and keep him—ascended to heaven.” Ibn Battuta (1326)

“All the rivers and clouds and winds of the world have their origin beneath the Rock of Jerusalem.” Ibn al-Firkah al-Fazari (1329)

· 1517: The Ottoman Turks occupy the city. Suleiman the Magnificent rebuilds the walls of Jerusalem. A period of great Muslim, Jewish, and Christian pilgrimages.

“I was astonished to see that the Rock is detached on all sides and does not touch the ground. On the south side of the Rock is the footprint of the Prophet, made when he came mounted on the heavenly beast Buraq on his night journey.” Mujir ad-Din (15th century)

· 19th century: First extramural districts of the city, both Muslim and Jewish.

· 1917: General Allenby takes Jerusalem from the Turks. End of the Muslim period.

VI. Jerusalem, City of Refuge and Exile

· 1211: Three hundred rabbis are expelled from France and England and settle in Jerusalem.

“We arrived in Jerusalem from the west. When we saw the city, we rent our garments, as it is ordained. Full of emotion, we wept bitterly.” Rabbi Samuel ben Samson (1211)

“And many peoples shall go and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways, and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth the Law, and the word of the Lord shall go forth from Jerusalem.” Isaiah 2:3
· 1267: Rabbi Moses ben Nahman (Nahmanides) of Gerona, after being exiled from Catalonia, arrives in Jerusalem and lives there until his death in 1270.

“What can I say of this land? Great is its desolation. The holier the place, the greater is its desolation. Jerusalem is the most desolate of all… The city has no master, and whoever desires it is free to take possession of its ruins. We have brought from Shechem the Scrolls of the Law that were taken out of Jerusalem at the time of the Tartar invasion. Thus, we have set up a synagogue where prayers may be said. People come to Jerusalem from Damascus, Aleppo, and everywhere to behold the Place of the Sanctuary and weep. May God grant that you, my son, and your brothers and all our family may live to see the salvation of Jerusalem.” Letter from Nahmanides of Gerona to his son (1267)
· 1312–1319: Estor ha-Parhi, a Catalan Jew expelled from France in 1306, travels to the Land of Israel where he writes his famous topographic and naturalist work Kaftor va-Ferah.

“The roads of Zion are full of sorrow, the streets desolate, and its places are not marked with any degree of certainty. The city today is higher than Mount Moriah because it has been destroyed and rebuilt so many times on the same site, where the remains of the ancient vaulted roofs to be found under the houses are the foundations of more recent buildings.” Estori ha-Parhi (1312–1319)

· 14th century: Jerusalem welcomes European Jews fleeing from the constant attacks and persecutions that they suffer in the so-called “Century of the Devil.”

“The Jewish community of Jerusalem is quite large. It is made up of heads of family of all origins, principally from France. There they live happily and in peace, for the king’s authority is just and great. Among the different members of the holy congregation there are many who practice manual crafts such as dyers, tailors, shoemakers, etc. Others trade in all kinds of goods. Some devote themselves to the sciences such as medicine, astronomy, and mathematics. But the majority of the educated men work during the day and in the evenings study the Torah.” Isaac ben Josep Chelo (1334)

· 1492: The Sephardic Jews expelled by the Catholic Monarchs Isabella and Ferdinand from the kingdoms of Castile and Aragon arrive in Israel and Jerusalem.

“Jerusalem is inhabited by some Christians (who make a great benefit of showing the Sepulchre of Christ), and of late years also by Moors, Arabians, Greek, Latins, Turks, Jews, nay, I may safely, and probably say, with People of all Nations.” Account written by the English pilgrim Nath Crouch (1719)

· 1860: First Jewish settlements outside the walls of the old city. Waves of European Jews arrive fleeing persecution, social discrimination, and growing antisemitism.

“The walls of the city are crumbling and the Temple no longer exists, but the sanctity of the hills of Zion is still there. I was delighted to learn that no Jewish family has lived outside the city walls for some years now; and today the new Jerusalem is growing with new buildings, some as fine as any to be seen in Europe.” Sir Moses Montefiori (1784–1885)

· 1915: Jerusalem welcomes a large community of Armenian refugees who have survived the genocide carried out by the Turks in 1915.

“At that time Jerusalem shall be called the throne of the Lord; and all the nations shall be gathered to it, to the name of the Lord, to Jerusalem: and they shall no longer stubbornly follow their own evil heart.” Jeremiah 3:17

“There are men with hearts of stone, and there are stones with hearts of men.” Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, On the Wailing Wall (1921)

· 1945–1947: After the Second World War, Jerusalem and Israel see the arrival of the survivors of the Nazi Holocaust in Europe.

“Jerusalem: the city which miraculously transforms man into pilgrim; no one can enter it and go away unchanged.” Elie Wiesel (1948)

· 1948–1950: Jerusalem receives a large number of Jewish refugees from Arab countries who are expelled following the creation of the State of Israel in 1948.

“If a country can be said to have a soul, Jerusalem is the soul of the Land of Israel.” David ben Gurion (1948)

“Everyone has two cities, their own and Jerusalem.” Teddy Kollek (1965)

· 1967: Reunification of the city under the Israeli flag.
“Never did serpent or scorpion do harm in Jerusalem. No man said to his fellow, ‘There is no room for me to lodge in Jerusalem.’” Talmud, Avot 5:5
· 1967: Beginning of the Palestinian exile: the Arab population gradually abandons the city for neighboring Arab countries or emigrates to Europe and America, especially the Arab Christians.
VII. The Earthly Peace: A hope and a duty

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.” Gospel according to Matthew 5:9
· 1191: Peace treaty between Saladin and Richard the Lionheart which stipulates that Muslims are to retain power over the city but, as a token of peace, Christian pilgrims will be allowed to visit their holy places.

“The points in question are Jerusalem, the True Cross, and the Land. For us, Jerusalem is a place of worship that we cannot give up, even if only one Christian remained there. The Cross, which for you is simply a worthless piece of wood, is of capital importance for us.” Richard the Lionheart, Terms of the peace treaty with the Muslims (1191)

“Jerusalem means much more to us than to you. And it is infinitely more holy for us than for you, because it is the place where our Prophet went on his night journey and the place where all those of our Community will gather on the day of the Last Judgment. Do not imagine that we can give her up, or reach any compromise on this point.” Saladin’s reply to Richard the Lionheart’s peace terms (1191)

· 1227: The German Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II leads the Fifth Crusade, but holds private negotiations with Sultan Malik al-Kamil of Egypt in a bid to avoid hostilities and establish a peace treaty designed to put an end to the crusades and the holy war between Muslims and Christians. He is excommunicated by Pope Gregory IX for negotiating with the Saracen enemy.

· 1229: On February 11 the peace treaty is signed, leading to a regime of religious tolerance in the East. The sultan of Egypt hands over to the Christians the cities of Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and Nazareth, but Jerusalem is declared a holy city by the two faiths and is declared subject to joint rule: the Christians regain the church of the Holy Sepulchre and the Muslims retain sovereignty over the Esplanade of the Mosques. The pact is rejected by the Pope and hostilities resume following the departure of Emperor Frederick II.

“One day two men came to that place and Rabbi Beroka asked them: ‘What is your occupation?’ ‘We try to make people happy,’ they answered. ‘Whenever we see people who are sad, we cheer them up, and whenever we see two people fighting, we do all we can to make peace between them.’” Talmud, Taanit 22a

“The Jews of Jerusalem do business with the Ishmaelites [the Arabs], and they do not distrust one another.” Elijah of Ferrara, Jewish traveller (1434)

“Jerusalem is a small town of big things; and the average modern city is a big town full of small things. All the most important and interesting powers in history are here gathered within the area of a quiet village; and if they are not always friends, at least they are necessarily neighbours.” G. K. Chesterton, The New Jerusalem (1920)

· 1949: Armistice between Israel and Jordan following Israel’s War of Independence. Jerusalem is divided between two countries.

· 1965: During the Second Vatican Council the Catholic Church revokes the designation of the Jewish people as guilty of deicide and publicly deplores antisemitism.

· 1967: On June 23, the Israeli government, after having reunified the city during the Six-Day War, grants Muslims and Christians free access to their respective places of worship.
· 1977: Anwar al-Sadat, president of Egypt, visits Jerusalem to establish diplomatic relations and peace with Israel.

· 1978: Camp David agreements: Egyptian-Israeli Peace, and a commitment to a negotiated solution to the Palestinian problem.

· 1982: Israel withdraws from the Sinai.

“The city must remain unified from the human point of view, but diverse from the point of view of its sovereignty. It must be one city for its inhabitants, but, at the same time, two capitals for two peoples.” A. B. Yehoshua, novelist (1981)

· 1994: Peace agreement between Israel and Jordan. Mutual recognition by Israel and the PLO (Palestine Liberation Organization). On 10th December, Shimon Peres, Yitzhak Rabin and Yasser Arafat jointly receive the Nobel Peace Prize.
· 1996: The PLO announces the abrogation of those passages in its statutes that call for the destruction of the State of Israel.

· 2002: The Declaration of Alexandria, signed by all the leaders of the monotheistic religions, calls for an end to violence in the Middle East.
· 2008: Israeli-Palestinian peace talks in Turkey to relaunch the Peace Process. The problem of Jerusalem has yet to be tackled and remains unsolved.

“Jerusalem is an ongoing surgical operation.” Yehuda Amichai, poet (1924-2000)

—Translated by Jacqueline Minett
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